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LETTER OF TRANSMITTAL 

 
Project: 904 E Highland Dr – SDCI Project Number: 

6702554-CN 

Date:    February 01, 2022 

To:     Roland Falb, Seattle Fire Department 

From:    Jack Chaffin, Johnston Architects 

Re:    Response to Corrections – Fire 

    

    
 

Response to Fire Corrections #1 (March 12, 2020) 

 

1. The submitted plans show the application of the single stairwell 

provisions of 2015 Seattle Fire Code 1006.3.2 item 7 (also 2015 SBC 

1006.3.2(7)).  However, it appears that item 7.6 is not met since it is not 

clear that the stairwell will be pressurized.  Review the provisions of  

2015 SBC 1006.3.2(7) with the SDCI, and correct as necessary on the 

revised plans.  

 

Response:  A note has been added to G-011 indicating that the stairwell is to 

be pressurized.  Mechanical design under separate permit.  

 

2. The single stairwell requires firefighter roof access from the top of the 

stairwell per 2015 Seattle Fire Code 504.3 and 1011.12, but this is not 

specified on the submitted plans.  At a minimum, roof access to 

normally unoccupied roofs shall be via a roof hatch per 2015 Seattle 

Fire Code 1011.12.2 exception, and access to the hatch may be via an 

alternating tread device or a ship ladder per 2015 Seattle Fire Code 

1011.14 and 1011.15 respectively.  Guards shall be provided per 2015 

Seattle Fire Code 1011.13.  Review with the SDCI, and correct as 

necessary on the revised plans. 

 

Response:  Roof access has been added to the top of the stairwell via a roof 

hatch and alternating tread devise.  Parapets surrounding roof hatch are min. 

42” above walking surface. 
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3. Per 2015 Seattle Fire Code 905.3.1, a Class I standpipe system is 

required for the building, but this is not specified on the submitted 

plans.  Correct as necessary on the revised plans. 

 

Response:  A Class 1 standpipe system has been added to the plans.  See 

sheet A500 for location in stairwell. 

 

4. Per 2015 Seattle Fire Code 907.2.9, a fire alarm system is required for 

the building, but this is not specified on the submitted plans.  Correct 

as necessary on the revised plans. 

 

Response:  The fire alarm system shall be part of a deferred submittal under 

a separate permit.  A note has been added to sheet G-001, and the Fire 

Annunciator Panel has been located in the entry vestibule on sheet A201.   

 

5. The installation of smoke alarms is required, but these are not clearly 

indicated on the submitted plans.  Per 2015 Seattle Fire Code 907.2.11, 

smoke alarms shall be provided within each sleeping room and outside 

the sleeping rooms in each dwelling unit.  Smoke alarms shall be hard-

wired, be provided with battery back-up, and be interconnected in 

dwelling units having more than one device.  In order to reduce the 

chances of nuisance activations, ionization type smoke alarms shall not 

be located within 20 feet of kitchen appliances or within 3 feet of 

bathroom doors (devices with alarm-silencing switches may be located 

a minimum of 10 feet from kitchen appliances).  Note—smoke alarms 

are not part of the building fire alarm system.  Correct as necessary on 

the revised plans. 

 

Response:  Smoke alarms have been added to the plans.  Please see sheets 

A610-A615 

 

6. The installation of carbon monoxide alarms is required, but these are 

not clearly indicated on the submitted plans.  Per 2015 Seattle Fire Code 

915.2.1, provide a carbon monoxide alarm outside each separate 

sleeping room in each dwelling unit.  Use of combination smoke 

alarm/carbon monoxide alarm devices is acceptable.  Note—carbon 

monoxide alarms are not part of the building fire alarm system.  Correct 

as necessary on the revised plans. 
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Response:  combination smoke alarm/carbon monoxide alarm devices have 

been added to the plans.  Please see sheets A610-A615 

 

7. The submitted plans appear to imply that a fire pump will be provided.  

However, the water pressure available at the site is approximately 70 psi 

static pressure, and this may be sufficient to supply the required NFPA 

13 automatic sprinkler system without a fire pump.  If a fire pump is 

provided, the fire pump requires a room dedicated to only fire 

protection system equipment and features and with this room having 

one-hour separation from the rest of the building per 2015 Seattle 

Building Code 913.2.1.  Clarify and correct as necessary on the revised 

plans.    

 

Response:  No fire pump is planned for this project.  References to a fire 

pump have been removed from sheet G-011 

 

 

Please let me know if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you, 

 
 

 

 

Jack Chaffin, AIA 

Partner 

 

Johnston Architects 
100 NE Northlake Way 

Seattle, WA 98105 

206.523.6150 

www.johnstonarchitects.com 

jchaffin@johnstonarchitects.com 

 


